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NAHANT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Castle Road

Nahant, Massachusetts 01908

 

 (781) 581-0500

Date: September 27, 2011 

To: Nahant School Committee

From: Dr. Philip F. Devaux, Superintendent

Subject: MCAS Preview

The district has received our MCAS Results from the Spring 2011 administration of the tests. The student files are being updated and the individual student scores should be received by mail to the parents/guardians by the end of this week.

The primary goal of the Johnson School was to stabilize and build upon the dramatic increases made in 2010. To that end I am pleased to report that the Math scores increased by 1.7% and met the AYP Improvement standard for 2011. The ELA scores remained almost the same (-.4%) and therefore did not meet the AYP Improvement standard for 2011. Overall we did sustain our growth of 2010.

Ironically, the target goals differ in each subject so that the ELA of 90.4 that didn’t meet AYP is actually higher than the Math Improvement score of 87.0 that did meet the AYP Improvement standard.

Attached is a profile by grade level of the four score levels (advanced,proficient,needs improvement,warning)  and percentage levels in each score level. Please keep in mind that the small number of students tested impacts percentages quite a bit. That is, if the group size is 30, then a 10% warning rate is 3 students such as grade 4 ELA warning.

Also, please realize that our total group size includes special needs students and those with language deficiencies. For example, the two students receiving Warnings in Grade 3 Math are one special needs student and one student who came from Europe for one year and has since returned to Europe.

The teachers are just receiving the information this week also which means their interpretation of the data is just beginning. There are many possible interpretations but one trend is important. For the students who had four years of test information from grades 3-6 the number of students in Advanced and Proficient in both ELA and Math are higher in grades 5 and 6 than in grades 3 and 4, This indicates the great value of subject matter specialization in the grades 5/6 team of teachers.

One final observation that is being repeated across the state is that 82% of the schools in Massachusetts failed to meet AYP. As a result the state is seeking a waiver on the federal standards.
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