PTO Meeting Notes October 6, 2009
Attendance: (14 people)  Sue Rosa, Beverly Quinn, Stephanie Doucette, Cora Long, Tayna Grocki, Kellie Frary, Patricia Toomajian, Marsha White, Diane Mulcahy, Erin DiGrande, Nancy Caggiano, Carol Hayes, Mary Brown, Christine Kendall

Open House Follow-up:  Teachers commented that the turnout was good. Parents staggered in at different times throughout the evening.

Mitchell’s Kahnah follow-up: $10,000 was raised. PTO will share proceed with the police dept., so we will receive roughly $5,000. 
Fundraising: 

The wrapping paper fundraiser earned $2,300, which included $400 in online sales and a total of 76 participants. Ms. Tibbo’s class raised the most funds, and Ms. Caggiano’s class had the 2nd largest participation. 
It is easily organized and run, so this fundraiser will most likely continue next year. Wrapping paper will be delivered on October 13th, and classroom teachers will distribute within their own classes.
The pie fundraiser is underway. Volunteers are needed to distribute pies on their delivery date of November 20th. We will ask preschool parents to volunteer for the 11:30 distribution at preschool pickup.

A comment was made regarding “family participation” of the several fundraisers that occur. One parent suggested that it can be stressful on a family who has siblings in the school and is expected to fundraise for each child, especially at busy times of the year such as the opening of school in September.
6th grade class and participation:
There was a great deal of discussion involving the lack of support given over the past several years by the present 6th graders.  This particular class has minor participation of PTO dues, parent volunteerism, and fundraising support. 

Since this class will be requesting money to contribute to their graduation activities, a recommendation was made that the 6th grade room parents take the initiative to speak with the parents (via e-mail, parent meeting, etc…) to discuss how they can better support the PTO this year by paying their dues and getting more involved in school-sponsored events and fundraisers.
A suggestion was made to have the 6th grade be in charge of the annual Christmas Tree Fundraiser for this year and the years that follow.
PTO Dues and School Directory:
PTO dues are still coming in. PTO is looking at creating a visual incentive for the collection of dues. The discussion involved creating a large ruler to display in front of the school flag that would show the increase of contributions to PTO dues.

Families who have paid their dues will receive a free school directory. Families who have not paid dues may purchase a school directory for $5. We will send out one final call for directory forms in order to ensure that any family who wants to be included in the school directory has their form completed and turned in. 
A recommendation was made to have the directory put into a PDF file for any interested families. The directory will, at some point, be made available via PDF.

Christmas Tree Sales: 
Christine Kendall spoke about the annual Christmas Tree Fundraiser. She would like to have more organizational help with the tree sales this year since it is a large amount of work. 

Kellie Frary will organize and supervise the scheduling of shift volunteers. 

We do need a sizable number of volunteers to help with the unloading of the trees, which is typically  set for the Saturday following Thanksgiving.

300 trees and 8 dozen wreaths will be ordered. The sales expect to raise $5000.

SCRIP:

$1400 has been raised, and each month new families are getting involved!

Given the approaching holidays, SCRIP will most likely be offered bimonthly for October, November and December. An incentive will be promoted for a free gift card to be given to the top selling family for November and December.

PTO will purchase some SCRIP cards to have on hand for families or teachers who may need last-minute gift cards.

Welcome Teacher PTO Reps:

Mrs. White and Ms. Grocki will be representing PTO on behalf of the Johnson School. They will communicate to the teachers the protocol for requesting funds, as each teacher is entitled to a reasonable amount of funding for field trips, special programs, or classroom supplies.
Teacher Requests for Funds:

(6) Bulletin Boards were requested for the first and second grade wings of the school.  PTO accepted the motion and will fund up to $1500 for the boards to be purchased.  It was also suggested that we make a similar motion next year to buy an additional (6) bulletin boards for the school.
Ms. White made a request for a fish and toad bacteriologist to come and speak to the second grade. The motion was accepted, and PTO granted $200 for Ms. White’s class.
Preschool made a request for $404 (for 2 presentations) so that the Audubon group can come and do their annual “farm friends” presentation. The PTO accepted the motion, and the Audubon Society will come and present to the preschool children in November.

Luncheon supplies were requested by the 5th and 6th graders for their annual Veteran’s Day Luncheon. The motion was accepted, and $187 will be given towards the luncheon.

