PTO Minutes  8/17/09
Attendance:   Sue Rosa, Cora Long, Patty Toomasian, Mary Brown, Niamh Callahan, Kellie Frary, Erin DiGrande

Mitchell’s “Cahnah”  

Mitchell’s Cahnah Block Party will be held on Sunday 8/6/09 (Labor Day Weekend) from 6:30 pm-11:00 pm. Proceeds from the event will benefit both the Johnson School PTO as well as the police “RUOK” line. 
We will send out a mass e-mail requesting volunteers to set up for the event and work the food lines during the party. We will need roughly 10 volunteers to help with setting up tables, etc, at noon on the day of the party. Other volunteers are needed to fill the shifts from 6:30-8:00, 8:00-9:30 and 9:30-11:00.

School Phone and E-mail Directory

We discussed the best way to have e-mail addresses collected. One suggestion was to have a volunteer set up a computer in the hallway to enter parent information during our Open House. 

PTO plans to put out a school directory as a fundraiser and solicit advertising. We plan to raise $500 to have sponsored advertising in the back of the school directory.

One suggestion was made to give the directories as a “Thank you” the parents who pay their PTO dues. Another recommendation was to charge $5 per book.

PTO Dues

We struggle each year in trying to enforce that families pay PTO dues, as they serve all of the children in the school. It is a concern that less than half of the families pay PTO dues.

This year the PTO will send out their request for dues in a mailing separate from the paperwork packet that each child receives on the first day of school, with the hope that it will make more of an impact with on families.
SCRIP Fundraiser 
Erin is positive about the number of people who are becoming regular SCRIP participants. She, along with the rest of PTO, will continue to push SCRIP as an important fundraiser for the school.
A few comments were made that the process of participating in SCRIP program is confusing.  We need to continue to talk to parents and make sure that, if they are on board with wanting to participate, we can help them understand how to use the website and make SCRIP program work for them.
Other Fundraisers

We are set for the wrapping paper fundraiser in September. Students should be receiving catalogs and order forms in mid-September.

We will be contacting the Meadow Farms representative {name?} to see whether or not they carry a cookie dough line. If so, cookie dough will be substituted for the pie fundraiser from last year and orders will take place in October for November distribution.

School Spirit Fundraising Events
We will continue to plan for an outdoor movie night in late September, Winter Carnival in March, and a “Scoops” night in late spring.
PTO Presentation to Preschool 

PTO will speak to the preschool parents during the preschool parent orientation on Monday, August 31st.  The PTO will present information to the parents regarding parent involvement with the PTO, parent dues, the wrapping paper fundraiser, SCRIP, room parent responsibilities and the school phone and e-mail directory.
We will be having our monthly meetings on the 1st Tuesday evening of each month at 6:00pm at the school. Meeting Dates for 2009-2010 will be:
Tues 9/1 * first day of school, Tues 10/6, Tues 11/3, Tues 12/1, Tues 1/5, Tues 2/2, Tues 3/2, Tues 4/6, Tues 5/4, Tues 6/1
