PTO Minutes for April 7th 2010
Attendance: Bev Quinn, Mary Brown, Cora Long, Diane Mulcahy, Alisa DeDominicis, Patty Toomajian, and Marsha White
Winter Carnival Feedback

We do not have total raised yet, as we have a few bills left to pay. The baskets were a big fundraiser this year so we will do them again next year. However, there will be more discussion about how many baskets and who will contribute (PTO or classrooms).

The entertainment company was a success, and the goldfish were as well.

We will plan to have the carnival as a spring event next year, and we will plan for an April date with inside and outside activities.

Treasurer and Fundraising Update is tabled to the May 5th meeting

Field Day organization

Sue Rosa will not be supervising Field Day this year. The School is looking for preferably two volunteers to coordinate the Field Day event. The tentative date for field Day will be Tuesday, June 8th.

SCRIP Update

$2500 in raised funds was transferred from the SCRIP account to the PTO account this week. SCRIP continues to be a successful ongoing fundraiser.

Principal Requests/ Teacher requests

Ferry Beach

The 5th and 6th grade is requesting $300 for their deposit to attend the Ferry Beach Ecology Program next fall. This will replace the Nature’s Classroom field trip that is taken by the 5th and 6th grade on alternating years. Each 5th and 6th grader attending the program will be responsible for paying for the program fees. The PTO will provide 1 or 2 scholarships based on need. It is also a possibility that PTO will pay for the bus trip.
Preschool “Last Day”

Bev Quinn requested $200 on behalf of the preschool to fund Big Joe the Storyteller. He will entertain the preschool on their last day of school celebration in June.

Student Council Request to Match Funds

The Student Council has asked that PTO match the funds that they raise during the upcoming events “penny wars” and “movie night”. They hope to raise money that will, along with the matched funding from PTO, purchase another Smart board for the school. PTO agreed to match the funds.
PTO discussed the teachers’ desire to have Smart boards for every classroom. We hope to work with other fundraising bodies to make this possible in the upcoming years.

Kids on the Block Program
Niamh Callahan requested that PTO make a donation to the “Kids on the Block” program that will do two puppet performances for the school on April 15th. PTO agreed to donate $100 to the program.

Piano Tuner

Liz Ehrman requested $80 to have our school piano tuned. PTO granted the money request. She is organizing a spring concert for May 2oth. 

Safety and Crisis Team Feedback

Officer Armand Conti will come into the school to do several safety presentations. He would like PTO to sponsor the event by helping to publicize it.  He will be doing a “For Parents Only” presentation at the Johnson School Cafeteria on Wednesday May 12th. In addition, he will come and speak to all of the class grades at the end of the school year. 

We will ask Ms. Beebe if she would organize the classrooms in create safety posters that we can display in the cafeteria. 

Cheryl DiLisio also mentioned that it would be great for our PTO to look into a series of speakers that would educate our community in the areas of Internet safety, cell phone safety, bullying, and other topics that parents and our community are concerned with. Ms. Mulcahy mentioned that the D.A.’s office may be able to provide speakers for us. In this case, PTO would be responsible for publicizing the event, and not funding it.

We will talk more on this topic at the May meeting.

Summer correspondence and “Going Green”

PTO talked about how the school can become better at summer correspondence by saving money and paper. We learned that the school will try to put much of their summer information paperwork online right at the end of the school year. 

In addition, paperwork may be picked up by parents on august 1st rather than mailed out to parents. Furthermore, general mailing would be sent to the household instead of each child in the school.

School Supply lists Update

Ms. Mulcahy met with the teachers to discuss making the classroom supply lists easier and more economical for teachers. Teachers will inventory their supplies at the end of the class year. The teachers will also be more reasonable in what they are requesting from families. Lastly, the teachers will get the lists out earlier with the hope that supplies will be more readily available and cheaper for families to purchase.
