Nahant School Committee Minutes

6/23/09

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mr. Long in the Johnson School cafetorium.  All members were present.

Correspondence  & Community Input: Mr. Long recognized the presence of State Representative Steven Walsh in the audience.

Members of the Johnson School faculty were present to address the Committee regarding the elimination of the technology specialist position.  The following comments were noted:

Mrs. Jude Shanahan, Grade 4 teacher:

· “Was the elimination of the technology specialist position strictly due to budgetary concerns?”

· “If, in fact, there was an opportunity to fund that position even partially, would this be considered?”

· “Since the position has been eliminated as of the end of the school year, what will be put in place to support the technology components at the school?  In the event that computers need repair/maintenance, the network or email goes down.  What is in place to address this concern?”

Ann Haskell, SpEd Team Chairperson:

· “There is a great feeling of despair and uncertainty among the faculty due to the loss of the technology specialist position.  I feel that it is necessary to share with the Committee all the tasks that go on behind the scenes that people on the outside are not aware of.  This position is very important to as Sped Team Chair and I have strong concerns about meeting compliance and reporting deadlines.  Ms. Pierce plays a vital role in the technical aspect of submission of special education reporting to DESE as well submission of all grant applications through the DESE secure portal after grants are written. These are tasks that are not seen every day but the loss of this position greatly impacts the staff and students.”

Mrs. Margie Peever, Grade One teacher & NTA President:

· “By the number of faces in the crowd this evening you can tell how important this position is to the faculty.  In addition to the numerous task that have already been mentioned, who will maintain all the computerized systems in the building such as the telephone/voice mail, heating, and security systems?  I am very afraid of what will happen without this position in place.  I realize that this is a budgetary issue but I hope that somehow it can be restored.  Please consider it once again because once a position is eliminated it is very hard to restore it in years to come.”

Ms. Kendall and members of the Committee stressed that the elimination of this position has nothing to do with the technology specialist personally.  The School Department simply does not have the money to support this position.

Examination & Authorization for Payment of Bills

Mr. Long stated that he was very please to have State Representative Steven Walsh in attendance.  Representative Walsh addressed the Committee regarding issues such as State funding, Chapter 70 aid, charter schools, and mandated regionalization.

Superintendent’s Report

a. Principal’s Report: Mrs. Mulcahy reported that the Sixth Grade moving on ceremony was held on June 18th.  She thanked the members of the Committee for attending the event and sixth grade teacher & parents for all their work to make the evening memorable for the students.  The School Council held elections at the end of May and Mrs. Gene Hollenbach was elected to the Council replacing Mr. Steve Toomajian.

Old Business

a. Strategic Planning Committee: Mrs. Schiffenhaus reported that various groups have shown interest in appointing a representative to the SPC.  After speaking with the PTO, it was agreed that a parent representative would be appoint to the SPC instead of a PTO representative.  A motion was made by Mrs. Schiffenhaus, seconded by Ms. Kendall to eliminate item J on the SPC (PTO representative) and replace with parent representative and change item E from two school parents to four school parents.  Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Wilson-yes, Mr. Flynn-yes, Ms. Kendall-yes, Mrs. Schiffenhaus-yes, Mr. Long-yes.  All in favor.  Motion passed.

New Business

a. Request for Transfer of Funds: Motion by Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Flynn to transfer funds in the amount of $12,254.83, as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Wilson-yes, Mr. Flynn-yes, Ms. Kendall-yes, Mrs. Schiffenhaus-yes, Mr. Long-yes.  All in favor.  Motion passed.  See attached

b. NEF Grants to Johnson School: Mrs. Schiffenhaus reported that all teacher grants received by NEF were fully funded. Motion by Mr. Flynn, seconded by Mrs. Schiffenhaus to accept teacher grants from the Nahant Education Foundation.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Wilson-yes, Mr. Flynn-yes, Ms. Kendall-yes, Mrs. Schiffenhaus-yes, Mr. Long-yes.  All in favor.  Motion passed.

Personnel Matters

Business from the Committee

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Ms.. Kendall, seconded by Mr. Flynn.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Wilson-yes, Mr. Flynn-yes, Ms. Kendall-yes, Mrs. Schiffenhaus-yes, Mr. Long-yes.  All in favor.  Motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Flynn, Recording Secretary

