Nahant School Committee Minutes

9/22/09

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mr. Long in the Johnson School cafetorium.  All members were present.

Reading & Approval of Minutes

a. 9/8/09 (Regular Meeting): Motion to approve by Mr. Flynn, seconded by Ms. Kendall.  Vote: All in favor.  Motion passed.

Correspondence & Community Input

Examination & Authorization for Payment of Bills
Superintendent’s Report

a. Technology Update: Dr. Devaux reported that a technology specialist has been employed on a contractual basis.  Stephen Silbert was recently appointed to this position and will be employed for approximately 9 hours per week on a contractual basis.  Mr. Silbert was previously employed by the Salem Public Schools and has experience working with IPASS and troubleshooting hardware and software issues.

b. Principal’s Report: Mrs. Mulcahy reported that September 23rd is the first early release day of the year.  We are collaborating with consultants from the Center for Applied Child Development at Tufts University.  Consultants will be coaching teachers in class and conducting workshops during early release time.  The focus this year will be tools & techniques for improving reading instruction.  The School Council held their first meeting on Wednesday, September 16th. The goal for the Council is to keep current with the School Improvement Plan and note our progress as the year goes on.

c. MCAS Report: Dr. Devaux provided an overview of Nahant’s MCAS results recognizing where we stand as well as providing a profile on the AYP gains that we need to achieve this school year to meet both the State performance standards and the District improvement targets.

Old Business

New Business

a. Kindergarten Grant: Mrs. Mulcahy was pleased to have received confirmation this week that the Quality Full Day Kindergarten Grant application has been accepted by the DESE.  This grant funds two paraprofessional for the kindergarten classrooms and will fund the application process for NAEYC accreditation.

b. Appoint Representative to Northshore Education Consortium: Dr. Devaux explained that as original members of NEC, our position on the Executive Board requires a vote of the School Committee.  Failure to appoint a Board representative will result in Nahant’s dismissal from NEC as attendance is a requirement of continued membership.  Dr. Devaux advised the Committee that they may appoint and individual but it is easier to appoint by position and not have to continually remember to vote on an individual by name.  Dr. Devaux recommended that the Committee appoint the Superintendent as the representative.  Motion by Mr. Flynn, seconded by Mr. Wilson to appoint the Superintendent to be the representative to the NEC Executive Board.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Flynn-yes, Mr. Wilson-yes, Mrs. Schiffenhaus-yes, Ms. Kendall-yes, Mr. Long-yes.  All in favor.  Motion passed.

Personnel Matters

Business from the Committee

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Mr. Wilson, seconded by Ms. Kendall.  Vote: All in favor.  Motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Flynn, Recording Secretary

